Landscape And Designs Of Arizona
539 W. La Donna Drive
Tempe Arizona 85283

Colonia EnCantada landscape Committee
7500 E. McCormick Pkwy.
Scottsdale Arizona 85258

Dear Colonia Encantada Board Members:

My grass is dying or is dead! This is a statement that | hear almost daily by Colonia
residents during the late summer months. | have maintained the landscape maintenance at
Colonia Encantada for many years and am always reminded by the residents that "my grass
looks awful and is dead." Myself and my crew have given explanations to home owners why
their lawn is suffering. But we get looks of disbelief back from the residents "like come on are
you kidding me? How can it be that the lawn area over there looks great?" There is no one to
blame although; | believe that | should have been a better communicator about the lawn
conditions. Yes, this is a difficult issue to tackle, but with a good plan and communication it can
be resolved.

THE FACTS

The fact is that yes, the grass does look awful. The fact is that yes, the residents do deserve to
have a great looking lawn because they do pay for it in their monthly dues. So what to do?
Well, as | state above this is a complicated issue. | can say that the issues with the lawn areas
are apparent from June 15th through September 30th of each year. This time frame amounts
to a 3 and half month window. The question is why? Our exclusive summer lawn is Tiff Green
inside the complex and Standard Bermuda along McCormick Pkwy. These summer lawns are
extremely tough and thrive during the months of June, July ,August, and September. But like
anything in science they must have the right conditions to do well. Full sun for 10-14 hours a
day is needed to be stellar. Complete shade or filtered light will not work. | have seen this
problem evolve over many years due to the number of now mature trees and frequent
installation of new trees. The number of large trees in the complex are beautiful but do not
come without a price. Trying to grow Tiff Green or Bermuda under these large trees is
practically impossibly. Aggressive yearly thinning of tree canopies and raising lower branches to
15' of height above ground will help but will not completely cure the problem. The competition
between tree roots and lawn roots is also a issue stealing nutrients and water from the lawn.
Extra water can help but extra lawn fertilizer will not. Because the thinning lawn area under the
trees are struggling to grow. It will not absorb nutrients like a healthy lawn in a sunny location.

There are also some areas that are being attacked by pearl scale. Pearl scale is an insect that
lives underground that attacks Tiff Green Bermuda roots. Years ago there was a chemical that
worked great against this but like so many of the stronger pesticides; it was banned. So current
lawn insect chemicals help but are not 100% effective. The current preferred method now is to



remove to a depth of 1' foot all existing soil in the area and replace with new top soil and re sod
the area. The areas that are affected by Pearl Scale are located at unit #42 south to walkway to
main pool area, unit #56 by Oleander trees to bottle tree, between unit 52-53.

Pine trees, Eucalyptus trees and Olive trees are also problematic to healthy lawns. When pines
drop many old needles in the summer months the lawn is littered by needles which secrete a
large amount of acidity. This is hard on any lawn. Eucalyptus trees that litter our lawns with
their leaves also secrete an oil that is hard on all lawns. The Olive trees are sprayed with a
chemical called Maintain which is applied by the tree company. Although | would agree this is
the most effective chemical to stop olive production, this product is a growth inhibiter which
stops the metabolism of the olive tree for what | believe is 6 months. That is why you see
stunted or dainty leaves on all of our Olive trees. With this spraying there is some chemical that
will fall below to the lawn under the tree. | believe that what it does to the trees it also does to
the lawn below. | have seen plant material below Olive trees affected by the chemical Maintain
so | feel the lawn is also compromised. Although this mostly will affect the winter rye grass; it
still can affect summer lawns trying to come out of dormancy.

| was given a list by Steve Ashby stating the locations and concerns of the poor looking lawn
areas. A question was asked to me why is the lawn in the retention area southeast of the guard
house always look so good? It is a very shaded lawn area! We over seed with a Perennial blend
Rye grass seed every October. Even though it is perennial it must be in the right environment to
be so. It will grow from the time of installation in October until about mid June when it finally
gives in to our summer heat. This is the time of year that the questions begin. Why don't | have
any grass in my yard? The Perennial Rye grass seed does well in these shaded areas and that is
why we do not get many lawn complaints from October -June, the duration of the winter grass
seed. The science of the shade issues is as follows: It is all about sun light exposures. Northern,
Southern, Eastern, Western. It is also about the duration of and type of sun light exposures we
get. There are many different types of these exposures in the community. Some are caused by
mother nature such as the rotation of the earth giving us different sun light exposures all year
long. The other effect of sun light exposures is caused by manmade reasons. Examples would
be, buildings, walls, and large, natural trees. Because of mother nature and manmade shade we
have different sun light exposures and duration of sun light. These different sun light exposures
affect the success of growing grass. | would like to refer to these as micro climates. With
different sun light exposures we can create different micro climates. These different micro
climates range from full shade to many different types of filtered shade. Back to the question
then, why does the grass do so well in the retention area at the entrance? The answer is
because this area is almost full shade. Although there are not many of these full shade areas in
the community; the few that are present are able to keep the perennial rye grass growing
longer due to the protection of full shade. Although since receiving the list of the distress
looking lawn areas from the landscape committee some of these full shade areas are starting to
suffer some due to the extreme heat we have had.

The facts are that filtered sunlight exposures are the worst enemy of a healthy summer lawn
from June-October. Filtered sunlight exposures do not allow enough protection to keep the






